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Principal’s Report – Chris Chant and Georgia Despotellis

Curriculum Days

A reminder to our school community that April 5th and 6th are Curriculum days and children are not
required at school on these days. Staff are undertaking important professional learning regarding the
Primary Years Program (PYP).

Open Morning

On the 27th February, we held our first Open Morning for the year. It was great to see so many
parents/carers, grandparents and members of the community come to visit. The feedback received
was positive and it was a great way to connect and continue to build on the very important
home/school partnership. Please keep an eye out on the date for our next Open Morning to be held
in Term 2.



Facilities

The Shade Sail installation for our current works on the senior playground was completed today.

School Council

Last night our School Council met to hold the final meeting of our current Council and elect the Office
Bearers for the coming year. The meeting was well attended and we welcomed our Senior
Improvement Leader Stuart Andrews and Greg McMahon from the Regional Office.

Our new Council members Natalie Ferguson and Louise Kuramoto were officially welcomed to the
Council for their first meeting.

The election of office bearers was completed.

President: Danny Benjamin

Vice President: Louise Kuramoto

Treasurer: Michael Ostroburski



Congratulations to the new executive team and our thanks to the outgoing members of School
Council in Damien Silver and Elly Stone for their contribution to the school and support of the
Council.

Council discussed a range of issues around IT support, the development of the current Annual
Implementation Plan (AIP) and the introduction of the COMPASS platform across the school in
coming weeks.

At the conclusion of the meeting the Council received a confidential briefing from Stuart Andrews
regarding the selection process for a new Executive Principal to be appointed to Caulfield South
Primary School. This process will commence on 17th March and conclude in late April.

Warm regards,
Chris and Georgia

School Council News

Dear Parents,

With school council elections complete the first meeting of the new council was held this week. The
primary aim of that meeting was to appoint key roles required for the school including President, Vice
President and Treasurer. I am fortunate to have been elected by the council members as the
President for 2023. I am also extremely pleased to welcome Louise Kuramoto as Vice President and
Michael Ostroburski as Treasurer. Both will be a real asset in these roles bringing unique capability
and insights to the group.

I also want to recognise and thank outgoing President Charles Ngu for his tireless efforts to drive
improvement in the school. Charles remains on the school council and will be an invaluable resource
to the team. Additionally, I want to thank Elly Stone and Damian Silver who worked tirelessly as part
of the community engagement subcommittee for the school council. In coming weeks new
subcommittee members for Community Engagement, Policy, Buildings and Grounds, Finance and IT
will be finalised.

The meeting also signalled a kick start for the school to appoint a permanent school principal with a
briefing from the Department of Education. This process will move reasonably quickly, and I am
hopeful we will have someone appointed by the end of April, beginning of May with any luck.

Currently Georgia Despotellis (who, in case you didn't know, has a wicked sense of humour) is
currently our Acting Assistant Principal and a process to appoint that role will occur once the
principal has been appointed. Settling both of these roles will bring greater stability to school
leadership and coupled with the wonderful group of teachers already at our school I am excited by
what 2023 will bring. It is clearly a time of renewal and change and that brings great opportunity for
the community to come together.

There will be opportunities for people to get involved in whatever way they can, and I encourage you
to reach out to myself or any of the other school councillors should you want to contribute.



Finally, I want to thank the Acting Principal Chris Chant for the exceptional effort he has made in
supporting the school for the last several months. His engaging approach, willingness to solve
problems and depth of experience has been outstanding. Chris will remain with CSPS until the end
of term at which time he will return to Caulfield Junior College.

I look forward to seeing you in the school yard!!

Kind regards

Danny Benjamin

Note: the members of the school council are:

Chris Chant (Acting Principal), Georgia Despotellis (Acting Assistant Principal), Don Buchanan
(parent), Judith Cohen (parent), Mark Lazarus (parent), Charles Ngu (parent), Michael Ostroburski
(parent - Treasurer), Gary Sacks (parent), Stephanie Sim (Teacher), Sara Wise (Teacher), Luisa
Scarmozzino (Teacher), Natalie Ferguson (parent), Danny Benjamin (parent - President), Louise
Kuramoto (parent – Vice President)

Curriculum Update

NAPLAN

NAPLAN testing has commenced this week for our Year 3 and 5 students. On Wednesday, both the
Year 3 and 5 students completed a narrative writing piece. Yesterday and today, students sat the
Reading test. The Conventions of Language and Numeracy testing will take place next week (please
see schedule below). Thank you to all our Year 3 and 5 students, teachers and parents who have
been approaching the NAPLAN testing in such a calm manner and as a regular part of our children’s
learning and assessment routines. We always endeavour to ensure our children are well prepared
for these tests, having been exposed to the format of them with some practice tests beforehand. We
hope this preparation and attitude will help towards the results of NAPLAN being as informative as
possible for our school planning and an accurate representation of student achievement levels at our
school.

Luisa Scarmozzino

PYP Coordinator



Mathematics

This year, staff at Caulfield South Primary School will be engaging in regular Mathematics
Professional Development to ensure that we are continuing to meet the diverse needs of all our
learners.
Last week, staff worked with educational consultant, Rob Vingerhoets, to develop engaging and
open-ended maths tasks. Rob modelled, coached and planned lessons for our teachers to
implement into their classrooms that align with the Department of Education’s ‘Practice Principles for
Excellence in Teaching’. We are thrilled that Rob will be working with our staff throughout the year
and look forward to hearing about the positive impact that this will have on student learning.

David Mackay and Stephanie Sim
Primary Maths & Science Specialist

Change of break times for 2023
Please note the following break times:

Recess: 11am-11:30am
Lunch: 1:30-2:30pm

It is difficult to find children during these times, to make it easier to collect your child, please
come before or after break times and notify the teacher or office that you'll be coming.

Student of the Week Awards

This year, we have responded to the difficulties families faced in trying to coordinate attendance
at assemblies with student awards. It has become increasingly complex to try to guarantee the
timing of awards and the communication of this to families. To avoid upset and disappointment
when assemblies need to be rescheduled, awards will now be a lovely surprise for students and
families. This ensures equity for students whose parents are unable to attend and eliminates the

discussion to try to accommodate family requests.



There is a change to our school assembly format in 2023.
Each term will begin and end with a whole school assembly. Whole school assemblies will take

place in the first week of term and on the last day of term. These will take place on the
quadrangle (weather permitting).

Other assemblies throughout the term will cater separately for our Senior School (Years 3-6)
and our Junior School (Prep-Year 2). All Senior and Junior School assemblies will be run on

alternate Wednesday afternoons from 2:50pm in the Hall. Please see the following schedule for
key dates:

Wednesday 22nd March: Senior School Assembly

Wednesday 29th March: Junior School Assembly

Tuesday 4th April: Whole-School Assembly (end of Term 1)

Families are welcome to attend all assemblies. We look forward to seeing you there!

Remember Lunch Orders are available for Years 1 - 6 every Thursday and Friday.

Prep Lunch Orders will start in Term 2.

Please ensure your child/ren's Year level and class are correct.

If you do not already have the app, please download to ensure you keep up-to-date with all our
CSPS information. Flexischools will let you know what is happening at school, in your year level

and is the only way to order school lunches.



Please note that all payments for Excursions/Incursions/Camps/Swimming will be under the
'Activities' tab on Qkr!. Drum Corps payments are under the ' Music' tab. When you open the
app and have CSPS set as the school, 'Activities' will be the first tab. The Year level will be

noted on the appropriate activity,
We have had a number of parents paying twice for the same excursion. We ask parents to

request a receipt from Qkr! at the time of payment to avoid this issue.

Benvenuti (or welcome) to our Italian Words of the Week

L’autunno = Autumn
La scuola = school

Ciao (bye)

Signora Bilionis

CSEF

Please be advised that you may be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF),
if you have a current approved Centrelink card.

The CSEF can be used towards camps, sports, incursions and excursions. Each child in your
family will get $125 for the year to use towards these activities.

The application form is attached. Please fill out and return to the office with a copy of your
Centrelink card.



Please note, if you have previously had CSEF in the past, you do not need to fill out a new
application as this will roll over to the new year if your Centrelink card is still valid.

Second Hand Uniform Shop

We will be posting dates of our upcoming Second Hand Uniform Shop dates soon. Please keep
an eye on Flexischools and upcoming newsletters for when these are happening.

A big "Thank You" to all our volunteers.

TeamKids runs the CSPS Out of Hours School Care program each morning and afternoon on
school days and Pupil-free Days.

Please note, due to the Prep Taskworks Incursion in the Hall, Team Kids will operate from the
SLC on Monday 20th March in the morning only.

Extra Curricular Activities at CSPS
Chess Club - Wednesday lunchtimes

UJEB HIP - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday mornings before school
Junior Rockers - during school hours on Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Soccerwise - Wednesday afternoons after school
Tennis Hot Shots - Monday mornings before school

UJEB Jewish Life Program - Wednesday mornings before school
Drum Corps (Year 5-6): Friday mornings before school

Important Dates
Monday 20th March - Prep Taskworks Incursion

Friday 24th March - Icypole Day
Friday 31st March - Year 5 & 6 Lightning Premiership

Tuesday 4th April - Last day of school for students for Term 1
Wednesday 5th April - Curriculum Day - no students at school
Thursday 6th April - Curriculum Day - no students at school

Friday 7th April - Good Friday - no students at school
Monday 24th April - First day of Term 2

Tuesday 25th April - ANZAC Day - no students at school
Wednesday 26th April - School Photo Day



NAPLAN Dates:

Test Year 3 Year 5

Writing Wednesday 15th March
9:15am

Wednesday 15th March
9:15am

Reading Friday 17th March
9:15am

Thursday 16th March
10am

Language Conventions Monday 20th March
9:15am

Monday 20th March
11:30am

Numeracy Wednesday 22nd March
9:15am

Tuesday 21st March
11:30am

Term Dates 2023
Term 1: 30th January - 4th April (Wed and Thurs are Curriculum Days)

Term 2: 24th April - 23rd June
Term 3: 10th July - 15th September

Term 4: 2nd October - 20th December

To keep up-to-date with CSPS information, please ensure you have the Flexischools app. The
Community Calendar on our website is also a useful source of information.

Student of the Week



Junior School Assembly

Year Level Student Name Reason

1A Leo W For making excellent
improvement in reading. Keep
up the good work!

1B Piper S For being knowledgeable by
finding patterns in her answers
during an open ended maths
task.

1B Ashley K For being a risk taker by
having a go at spelling
unknown words in her retell
about the story ‘The
Lunchboxes’.

1C Noah D For showing respect and
listening carefully to
instructions.

2A Evie R For being an incredibly caring
and helpful classmate. A little
kindness goes a long way.
Thank you Evie.

2A Benji I For his enthusiasm in
mathematics! Keep being a
risk-taker during challenging
tasks.

2B Zoe W For being principled and hard
working in everything that she
does! Keep it up Zoe!

2C Alyssa A For taking her time whilst
writing meaningful sentences
and including detailed
adjectives.

2C Luka D For being knowledgeable and
sharing his thoughts, ideas and
opinions during class
discussions.



2D Ariella B For always having a positive
attitude and a big smile on her
face

2D Mackenzie W For demonstrating wonderful
independence in organising
herself to start the day.

International Women’s Day
On Wednesday March 8th 1B celebrated International Women’s day by learning about how men and
women were treated differently many years ago and how it is different now and how it is important to
celebrate the amazing things many women have done to change our lives for the better and lives of
the people throughout the world. Students were then asked to draw a woman that they admire.



Working Bee - Many Hands Make Light Work!
On Sunday 26th February we held a working bee, the first in a number of years. We had a great
show of parents, students and staff, all willing to roll up their sleeves to get the work done. Lots of
fun was to be had too!

Some of the work completed on the day included: general garden maintenance, clearing of drains,
replacement of filters in air purifiers, shifting of furniture, and organisation of the second hand
uniform room. Many thanks to all who volunteered their time on the day. We will keep you updated
regarding plans for our next working bee later in the year.



Green Machine 2023
Congratulations to all members of Green Machine 2023!

This year in Green Machine we have been fortunate enough to have so many wonderful applicants
who want to help the environment and our school. As part of the team, we have 13 Year 4’s, as well
as nine returning Year 5 and 6’s. Before we get into Green Machine 2023, we must thank our
wonderful teachers, Janine Wright and Zoe Whitaker for continuing this program for us.

UPCOMING PROJECTS!
As our first project, we are collaborating with our Year 6 art leaders and our lovely Mrs Pappas to
create some natural art. We will use some leaves and twigs and gumnuts and anything else natural



we can find to turn them from an old piece of nature to a beautiful artwork that we can display
proudly.

Throughout the year, we will continue growing our CSPS orchard. We have high hopes that it will
become one of our school centrepieces soon. We will keep you updated in future newsletters about
some more upcoming projects.

UPDATES
We would also like to update you about the E-waste bin. As you may or may not know, the E-waste
bin has gone missing, and Green Machine is currently working on a new one. It will be placed in the
Year 6 end of the SLC with plenty of signs to tell you what it is and what can go in the bin. This is
also a reminder that we do have the E-waste bin for any of you who have unwanted technology,
preferably technology that doesn’t work particularly well, as a place to get rid of it and have it
recycled into something new. These things include: computers, phones, tablets, ipads, USB ports,
chargers and many more.

This year, Green Machine is going all out with nude food. We most definitely encourage bringing
nude food to school, which is food without wrapping, foil or plastic. This year, we are beginning a
system where the class that wins the nude food award will not only receive the legendary Green
Machine cape for the week, but also be given the prize of a 20 minute class game. Please
remember to try and give your child or children nude food every day, for a better chance to save the
environment.
Green Machine is also excited to announce that the school has built an outdoor classroom. It is
located in the front garden of the school, so you can see our beautiful new area where students can
experience working in a natural environment, filled with trees and plants. Its beautiful architecture
mixed with the beautiful environmental scenery makes it an essential place to work.

WATER SAVING TIPS:
Here are some tips on how to save a bit of water:

- Make sure a tap is properly closed before leaving it.
- Don’t fill an entire glass with water, take one sip, and then tip the rest down the drain.
- Don’t use water unnecessarily. E.g. wetting random things, using it to play pranks on people,

pouring it straight down the drain.

Here are some other helpful tips to save electricity:
- When you have nothing plugged in, turn off your outlet.
- Turn off the lightswitch before you leave the room.
- Do not use your electricity 24/7. E.g. constantly using your landline/ home phone, always

having a lightswitch on, ect.

We will be posting more information about Green Machine and giving you updates about upcoming
projects and events in future newsletters.

Thanks, and remember, STAY GREEN!!!

By Dori D, proud member of the Green Machine team.



Junior School Council
Harmony Day is held on the 21st of March and it is a great day to acknowledge the wonderful
diversity we have, not only in our community but also in Australia. Our wonderful Junior School
Council team is coming up with some activities to do in class to celebrate the day. As part of the day
we are asking our community to wear a ‘splash’ of orange if they would like.

Thank you!

Junior School Council Team

District Swimming

On Friday March 3 approximately 30 CSPS students represented themselves and our school at the
Caulfield & District Swimming Carnival. A big thank you goes to Isabella P from Year 3 for swimming
in the 9/10 Years Girls Relay at very short notice. Overall CSPS came in 6th position. It was pleasing
to see several CSPS students training at GESAC in the days leading up to race day.

“It was my first time of going to any District Carnival. It was intense! Before my race I was scared,
worried and excited at the same time. When I dived in, I felt good. The race felt short because of all
the laps I did in preparation.” Koby R (Year 5)

“It was my first District Carnival. It was a lot of fun. There was a lot of competition that made it
intense which made me swim faster than I normally would.” Tali L (Year 5)

Notable Results

Individual



Erin K (Year 6) 3rd 12/13 Freestyle, 2nd 12/13 Breastroke

Hugo B (Year 6) 3rd 12/13 Freestyle, 3rd 12/13 Breaststroke

Patrick H (Year 4) 2nd 9/10 Breastroke

Dana P (Year 6) 3rd Butterfly

Relay Teams

2nd 12/13 Freestyle Relay (Mia Z, Poppy P, Dana P, Erin K)

3rd 12/13 Freestyle Relay (Hugo B, Zac H, Yannick O, Rafi B)

3rd Medley Open Relay (Dana P, Emma P, Mia Z, Erin K)

John Wink

PE Coordinator



Celebrating Women in STEM
This week, students learnt about the founder of computer programming - Ada Lovelace. Ada used
her skills in mathematics and her imagination to design programs for the Analytical Engine. This
machine was built by Charles Babbage, but he didn’t appreciate quite how useful it could be - it was
Ada who recognised its potential and wrote the first programs, 100 years before the first real
computer even existed!

Students used a website called Scratch to create a code that generated a

random poem. Here are some of their efforts:

I eat silently by the tree, I feel happy.

(programmed by Jake K)

This is what Aviyah’s Scratch code looked like.

Science Talent Search
The Science Talent Search is now open for applications. Students met with Ms Patel this week to find out

about this statewide competition. If any students did not receive the information about the competition,

please ask them to contact Ms Patel. The deadline for applications is Monday 20 March.

If you have any questions about our STEM program, please contact Ms Patel

mspatel@caulfieldsouthps.com

mailto:mspatel@caulfieldsouthps.com


Twilight Welcome Picnic

Thank you to everyone who joined us at the 2023 Twilight Welcome Picnic on the 2nd March. It was
great to see the community together having fun. Thanks to the following businesses and groups for
their support to make it a fantastic event:

● The Pita Man and Wun Hung Lo Dumpling food trucks for coming along and serving up such
delicious food and for their kind donation back to the school

● Team Kids for helping with the Sausage Sizzle and organising some games for the kids
● Andy Simpson at Sound Experience for organising the speakers

Also a big thanks to the volunteers that helped us with the Sausage Sizzle and icy poles. Through
our fundraising efforts we were able to raise $1,570, which will go towards resources to support our
new junior school literacy program.

PA Monthly Meeting

Our first monthly meeting for the year is on Monday 3rd April, 7:30pm at the School Hall. Feel free to
join us if you'd like to help with the Term 2 events.

Upcoming events in Term 2

● Mothers Day breakfast
● Mothers Day lunch
● Bogan Bingo Parents event

Keep an eye out for more info.



PA Multi-Event Fundraising - $20 Contribution
You would have seen as part of your school payments, the $20 PA Multi-Event fundraising
contribution in the 'Other Contributions' section. For background, this payment at the beginning of
the year was initiated a couple of years ago to overcome students having to bring in coins for
fundraising events such as Icy Pole / Sausage Sizzles / Casual Clothes Day, etc. as this would save
parents searching for gold coins multiple times a year.
In 2023 these events will be:
- 4 Icy-Pole Days
- 2 Sausage Sizzles
- 4 Casual Clothes Day
Thank you to all those parents who have made their payments, it is much appreciated!



Hebrew Immersion Program Highlights

This past week we celebrated the festival of Purim. The students and their families were invited to a
UJEB Purim Party, where the students celebrated by singing and dancing to festive music which is
customary on Purim. It was a lot of fun for all those who participated. Within the UJEB lesson,
students came dressed in costume, exchanged self-curated and designed goodie bags, and ate
Hamantashen as is customary on Purim. The students presented the Purim story at the general
assembly this past week. We are grateful to have been included by the wider school community in
our celebrations. Chag Purim Samaich.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ujeb.org.au%2Fpurim-with-ujeb%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccaulfield.south.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C32ee3b1453d74f9b7ac308db2521e1c9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638144599715938931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tMrqM5SrFZ1x8SQMYzIOlJUGjOFPQK8aIgKX5ZgY%2BR8%3D&reserved=0
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