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Principal’s Report – Rohan Cooper

This week is ‘Education Week’ across all Victorian Government Schools, with the theme of, ‘Active
Learners: Move, Make, Motivate’, which celebrates physical activity, hands-on learning and student voice
in education. Our school has celebrated learning this week in a variety of ways and across this term, we
have a range of important events and activities to share with you.

Victorian Budget 2023/2024 – Caulfield South PS and the School Upgrade Delivery Fund

I received written confirmation yesterday from the Honourable Natalie Hutchins MP, Minister for
Education and Minister for Women, that Caulfield South Primary School will share in the ‘School
Upgrade Delivery Fund’. In 2023, this will provide funding to begin planning and design work for the
election commitment project announced last year of $9m to build a new ‘competition grade’ gymnasium.

Minister Hutchins outlined that, “Planning is the critical first stage of every capital works project and
commencing this process now allows you to plan the project ahead of funding for the construction phase
being allocated in a future state budget.”

This is an incredibly exciting announcement for our community and we will continue to keep you updated
regarding the initial planning phase.

2024 Prep Information Session

On Thursday 8th June, our school leadership team will present our 2024 Prep Information Session for
prospective 2024 Prep families. This night will give an overview of teaching and learning practices in our



school, as well as pertinent information regarding the 2024 Prep enrolment process. It will be run in the
Senior Learning Centre from 5:00pm until 6:00pm.

The Department of Education (DE) has aligned this process across all schools, with enrolment
applications due at all schools by Friday 28th July. For further information regarding enrolment, please
read the extended article later in this newsletter from Sarah Putz, our Enrolment Officer.

Education Week ‘Open Morning’

As I walked through our learning spaces on Tuesday, I was so pleased to see a great turnout of families
to our Education Week ‘Open Morning’ event. I observed everything from synthetic phonics lessons in
the Prep Classrooms, to science experiments in Grade 3 and even a ukulele-playing performance from
Grade 4! Thank you to our teachers and students for their preparations for the day and to our families for
their attendance and participation.

Semester One Student Reports and Parent-Teacher Interviews

Our teachers have begun the process of preparing student reports for semester one, reflecting on the
achievements of each student and identifying their areas for future growth. The reporting process will be
supported by an opportunity to meet with teachers via either a parent-teacher interview (Prep to Year 2)
or three-way conference (Years 3 to 6) during the final week of this term. Our Assistant Principal,
Georgia Despotellis, will expand on this further in her article this week, particularly noting how we will
need to structure the timing of the interviews / conferences to comply with the time-in-lieu ramifications of
the new Victorian Government Schools Agreement regarding teacher work outside of regular hours.

Term 3 Curriculum Day – Monday 10th July

As we continue our focus on improving mathematics results across our school, we have secured Charles
Lovitt to work with our teachers on planning and delivering a high-quality mathematics program. To
service this opportunity, we will conduct a Curriculum Day (student-free) on Monday 10th July (the first
day of Term 3). Charles Lovitt is a consultant and regular keynote and workshop presenter both in
Australia and internationally and we are privileged to be working with him on this important school
improvement project.

Victorian PYP Network Annual General Meeting

Earlier this week I attended the Victorian PYP Network Annual General Meeting, where Principals and
Heads of Schools and PYP Coordinators met to share program highlights, unpack the ‘program
development process’ and discuss network strategies and initiatives. I was joined at this event by our
PYP Coordinator, Luisa Scarmozzino.

Thanks for your ongoing support and keep doing your best.

Rohan Cooper

Principal



Assistant Principal’s Report – Georgia Despotellis

Mother’s Day Luncheon

Sarah, Margaret and I attended the Mother’s Day Luncheon on
Friday 12th May. It was fantastic to see so many of our mothers
and special people in attendance. I would like to thank Jessica
and her team for putting on such a great event, in an amazing
location and with fantastic food and thoughtful gifts.

Open Morning

On Tuesday we held our second Open Morning for the year. We
had a big turn out of parents, grandparents and friends from the community. It was a great opportunity
for us to acknowledge Education Week and to showcase all the great programs and student learning at
CSPS.

Below are some photos from the Open Morning.

Wellbeing at CSPS

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RR&RR) Program at CSPS is well underway. This
program aims to develop students’ social, emotional, and positive relationship skills. It helps students
understand and manage their emotions, feel and express empathy and deal with challenges and
change. The program helps students establish and maintain positive relationships and create positive
gender norms.

Our Respectful Relationships display board is regularly updated to reflect the wonderful work that is
taking place in our classrooms. The Prep students’ work, ‘Drawing Emotions’ is currently on display.
They have been naming various emotions and discussing the kinds of experiences that may trigger
them. Please ensure that you have a look when you are at the school next!

Illness

With Winter around the corner, we have seen an increase in cold and flus over the last couple of weeks.
Every attempt is made to arrange for a Casual Replacement Teacher to be employed and take over the
class of a sick teacher. Due to a teacher shortage, unfortunately there are times when one will not be
available. I will use any resources at the school level to cover sick teachers, but unfortunately there will
be times when I will need to split classes and/or cancel specialist classes for the day.



Team Kids

This is an important message from Team Kids. If you use Team Kids, please go to the Parent Portal and
check that all the information provided is correct and up to date. Don’t forget to include any medical
information.

It has come to my attention that some students are being dropped off at the gate and enter Team Kids
without an adult. It is a requirement and expectation that all students who attend Team Kids are signed in
(and out) by a parent/adult.

2024 Prep Enrolments - Parent Information Session

Prep 2024 enrolments are now open! We encourage anyone who has a child, who will be starting Prep
next year, to attend our Information Night on Thursday 8th June at 5-6pm. School and student leaders
will provide an outline of our school, the enrolment process, and a day in the life of a Prep.

Please contact the school office if you will be attending.

Parent/Teacher Interviews for Prep-Year 2 and 3 Way Conferences for the Years 3-6

On the last week of Term 2, on Tuesday 20th June, Wednesday 21st June (for Years 3-6 students only)
and Thursday 22nd June, we will be conducting Parent/Teacher interviews for all our Prep to Year 2
students and 3 Way Conferences for all our Year 3 to 6 students. With the new Agreement and its
complexity to teacher work outside of regular hours, there is a limit of one spot for each student.

This is a great opportunity to hear about your child’s progress at school and how we can work together to
ensure that all our students thrive at school.

Bookings will be made through Compass Conferences. We will send out a Compass notification when
they open.

Compass – Recording Student Absences

As of the beginning of Week 7 (Monday 5th June) Flexi Schools
will no longer be available for the recording of absences. The
ordering of lunch orders, however, will continue via Flexi Schools
until further notice.

Please see instructions on how to record student absences
through Compass.

Parents can add absence notes by clicking 'Shortcuts' and
selecting 'Submit absence note'.

If you have more than one student at the school, you will be
required to select which child the note is being added for.

In the note screen, the parent will need to select the reason from
the available options listed.



You can then add any applicable details/comments and click on the 'Start Date' and/or 'End Date' fields
to add in the correct information for the absence note.

When all content is added to the absence note, click the 'Add Attendance Note' button and the absence
note will be added to your child’s record.

Please reach out to the office if you require any assistance.

Georgia Despotellis
Assistant Principal

School Council President Report - Danny Benjamin

This week the school received a letter from the Honourable Natalie Hutchins MP, the Minister for
Education and Minister for Women, to formally advise that funding had been made available to begin
planning and design work for the election commitment project announced last year of $9 million to build
a new competition grade gymnasium. The Minister also went onto say that further funding will be
released in future budgets for construction. This letter was supported by a visit from Ryan Batchelor who
is the Southern Metro representative in the upper house to launch the start of the planning of the project.

In coming weeks, the major project working group which has been established through school council
will come together. A key activity will be to work out how best to get others involved and use the vast
skills and capabilities we have across the community. This is an exciting time for the school and we will
need all the help we can get!

I want to thank all of those that have had the capacity and ability to make financial contributions to the
school. Approximately 60% of curriculum contributions have been paid, although only about 45% of the
voluntary contributions have been made. These contributions go toward funding things like the nurse,
maintaining the buildings, and other key programs for our children. Your support would be greatly
appreciated if you are able to make these contributions as it would greatly improve the experience at the
school for everyone.

As always please reach out if you need anything – 0414 834 645.

Danny Benjamin

School Council President



Term 2 Schedule:

Week Date Who? Class Presenting

5 Wed 24th May Junior 1B

6 Wed 31st May Senior 3A

7 Wed 7th June Junior 1C

8 Wed 14th June Senior 3B

9 Fri 23rd June Whole school

Families are welcome to attend all assemblies. We look forward to seeing you there!

Remember Lunch Orders are available for Years 1 - 6 every Thursday and Friday for ordering
via Flexischools.

Prep Lunch Orders started in Term 2, Week 3.

Please ensure your child/ren's Year level and class are correct.



Please note that all payments for Excursions/Incursions/Camps/Swimming will be under the
'Activities' tab on Qkr!. Drum Corps payments are under the ' Music' tab. When you open the
app and have CSPS set as the school, 'Activities' will be the first tab. The Year level will be
noted on the appropriate activity,
We have had a number of parents paying twice for the same excursion. We ask parents to
request a receipt from Qkr! at the time of payment to avoid this issue.

Benvenuti (or welcome) to our Italian Words of the Week

Gratitudine = gratitude
L’inverno = winter

Ciao (bye)

Signora Bilionis

CSEF

Please be advised that you may be eligible for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
(CSEF), if you have a current approved Centrelink card.

The CSEF can be used towards camps, sports, incursions and excursions. Each child in your
family will get $125 for the year to use towards these activities.

The application form is attached. Please fill out and return to the office with a copy of your
Centrelink card.

Please note, if you have previously had CSEF in the past, you do not need to fill out a new
application as this will roll over to the new year if your Centrelink card is still valid.



Second Hand Uniform Shop

We are on the lookout for any volunteers who can assist with running our Second Hand
Uniform Shop. If you are interested and are available on Thursday afternoons 3:15-3:45pm
please contact the office.

TeamKids runs the CSPS Out of Hours School Care program each morning and afternoon on
school days and Pupil-free Days.

Extra Curricular Activities at CSPS
Chess Club - Wednesday lunchtimes
UJEB HIP - Monday, Tuesday & Thursday mornings before school
Junior Rockers - during school hours
Soccerwise - Wednesday afternoons after school - not running in Term 2.
Tennis Hot Shots - Monday mornings before school
UJEB Jewish Life Program - Wednesday mornings before school
Drum Corps (Year 5-6): Friday mornings before school

Important Dates
Thursday 1st June - Year 5 Stolen Generation Incursion + TeamKids Lunchtime Legends
Activities
Wednesday 7th June - Year 6 Yakult Excursion
Thursday 8th June - Prep Enrolment Information Session

Term Dates 2023
Term 1: 30th January - 4th April (Wed and Thurs are Curriculum Days)
Term 2: 24th April - 23rd June
Term 3: 10th July - 15th September
Term 4: 2nd October - 20th December

To keep up-to-date with CSPS information, please ensure you have the Flexischools app. The
Community Calendar on our website is also a useful source of information.



Student of the Week
Junior School Assembly

Year Level Student Name Reason

PA Sam N For showing good listening and speaking skills in the
classroom this week.

PA Oz Z For being a good listener and communicator this term.

PB Jude R For being a caring and considerate classmate, who tries
his best at every task. Thank you Jude!

PB Archie M For his ongoing effort to practise his pencil grip AND for
creating the great strategy to “throw away” silly
behaviour.

PC Asher P For trying hard to listen in class discussion and his
wonderful achievements in reading.

PC Meila W

PD Lily M For answering class discussions with reasons supporting
her ideas.



PD Elisey P For showing enthusiasm and having a positive attitude
every day.

1A All students For being so enthusiastic and engaged in all the activities
at Myuna Farm.

1A Charlotte B For her excellent participation at Myuna Farm and
answering lots of questions.

1B Elvin W For adding in details and creating an exciting storyline in
his hot air balloon writing.

1B Shira L For adding in details and creating an excellent storyline
in her hot air balloon writing.

1C Archie L For participating so enthusiastically in our excursion to
Myuna Farm.

2A Kiara B For being such a reliable, kind and helpful member of 2A.
Thank you for all your hard work, your classmates are
lucky to have you.

2B Ruby G For applying new strategies and knowledge to
challenging addition problems this term.

2B Edward M For his growth mindset and hard working approach when
learning new strategies this term.

2C Taylor S For applying new knowledge within the classroom and
her ability to find fiction and non-fiction texts.

2D Lucia D-L For approaching her work with a positive attitude and
always trying her best.



Senior School Assembly

Year Level Student Name Reason

3A Ella C For working well with her peers and confidently
presenting her research on the seasons of the
year.

3A Ryder S For being a great inquirer during our Earth,
Sun and Moon research lessons.

3B Dylan Q For using his thinking skills when summarising
information about the Earth, Sun and Moon.

3B Edie M For always being a cooperative and organised
member of the class. You always have such a
positive attitude.

3C Justin G For always staying focused and being a
risk-taker by trying our Maths ‘spicy’
challenges.

4A Patrick H For using his organisational skills to complete
work on time and to a high standard.

4B Maisie L For always approaching school with a positive
attitude and for completing tasks to a high
standard.



4B Oliver C For being a Principled learner and consistently
adhering to our Essential Agreement.

4C Leo M For actively working to improve his skills in all
areas of his learning by asking excellent
questions and for sharing his ideas in class.

4C Joss S For working so well to complete his information
report on e-waste.

5A Louis V For showing great enthusiasm as an inquirer
by asking interesting questions and following
his curiosities.

5A Emily A For showing great determination during Maths
activities and taking great pride in the
presentation of her work.

5B Mali W For showing great pride in the presentation of
her work and always remaining focussed to
complete tasks.

5B Jackson R For displaying good decision-making skills in
class to always get the best out of himself and
better his learning.

5C Amelie S For showing wonderful care and taking pride in
her work, always presenting her work in an
organised and neat manner.

5C Chika M For fitting in so well in our school community
and for having such a wonderful attitude!



Junior Members:
Chloe - PC, Ezra - PC, Leo - 1A, Zander - 1B, Elvin - 1B, Arielle - 1C, Abby - 1C, Yarden - 2A, Hannah -
2A, Ruby - 2B, Savannah - 2B, Mia - 2C, Zara - 2C, Lucia - 2D, Gabriel - 2D.

Senior Members:
Ivana - 3A, Chelsea - 3A, Jack G - 3A, Emily - 3B, Molly - 3B, Libby - 3B, Adam - 3B, Ella - 3B, Dylan -
3B, Sascha - 3B, Isabella - 3C, Ivy - 3C, Danya - 3C, Jade - 3C, Lexi - 3C, Arshin - 3C, Riley - 4A,
Danielle - 4A, Amelia - 4A, Jack - 4B, Georgia - 4C, Hugo - 4C, Leo - 4C, Marley - 5B, Amalya - 5B,
Addie - 6A, Oliver - 6A, Kai - 6A, Christopher - 6B.



CSPS Suggestion Box

As part of our school strategy to engage our community to provide
feedback and ideas for improvement, we have installed a suggestion
box. Our suggestion box is located on the wall outside the Assistant
Principal’s office. We welcome suggestions from students, families
and members of our community.

In promoting a positive school culture, we ask that all suggestions are
respectful and named. This will allow us the opportunity to contact
you to seek further clarification or to report back an action that has
arisen from your suggestion.

We look forward to hearing your great suggestions!

Recycling Collection - Is this the perfect volunteer role for you?

We are seeking a volunteer to put our ten council recycling bins onto the nature strip for collection on a
fortnightly basis. The bins need to be placed out on Bundeera Rd by Wednesday evening (but any time
on Wednesday works) for the Thursday morning collection. Please contact the school office if you can
assist.

Prep 2024 Prep Enrolments are now open

The Department of Education has released a new state-wide timeline for enrolling in Foundation (Prep)
for the 2024 school year.

If you have a child starting primary school in 2024, please make sure you submit your enrolment
application by Friday 28th July 2023.

It is important to follow the state-wide timeline to enrol your child in Foundation. Enrolling your child in
line with timelines allows us to plan our classroom, staffing and transition activities and ensures your
child has the best start to school.

If you know of neighbours or friends who have a child starting school in 2024, please ask them to call the
School to book a school tour or access an enrolment form from the office or our website.

We will also be running a Prep 2024 Information Night on Thursday 8th June from 5-6pm.



Term 2 STEM Update
Half way through Term 2 and the STEM program is well underway with students learning and exploring a
variety of topics.

In Year 3, students are helping NASA with the Artemis Moon Mission. This week,
they designed experiments to test the best material to keep astronauts safe from
the dangerous UV radiation as these intrepid explorers head to the Moon in 2025.
It’s exciting to think that our students might be amongst the first humans to live on
the Moon when NASA sets up the Artemis Moon base in 10 years time.

Year 4 students put their ironing skills to the test as
they made beeswax wraps! Next week, they will
compare their wraps to less environmentally friendly
options.

Students in Year 5 and 6 and exploring
electricity and light, so expect some bright and
sparky outcomes as they learn how electricity
works and why we can see things!

Science Talent Search News
Several students from Year 2-6 are now hard at work, finishing off their Science Talent Search projects.
Some students are writing science picture books, some are creating models and inventing new gadgets,
and some are doing experiments to find out more about the world around them. Good luck to all students
as they complete their work! Projects need to be completed by the end of term.

If you have any questions about our STEM program, please contact Ms Patel
mspatel@caulfieldsouthps.com

mailto:mspatel@caulfieldsouthps.com


On Friday 19th May, our Preps went on a walk around
our community as a launch to our Unit of Inquiry ‘We all
belong to a community’. They observed many aspects of
what makes up our community including cafes, a post
office, a mechanics workshop, a gas line repair worker
and Princes Park. The Preps will be looking at our
community through the Concepts of Connection and
Responsibility, and the Approach to Learning of
Collaboration. Thank you to the many parent helpers who
accompanied us on our walk, as without them we would
not be able to undertake such interesting activities.

Year One students have been learning about where our food comes from and on
Tuesday 22nd May we all enjoyed a very busy and informative day at Myuna Farm.
The weather was fine as we enjoyed a train ride through the wetlands, explored the
garden and fed the animals in the paddock. At the show we got to milk the goats
and later spent time with guinea pigs, chicks and rabbits in the nursery. What a
wonderful day at the farm!



Earlier this term, all the students from Prep to Year 6 worked
enthusiastically when making Mother’s Day gifts during their Art lessons.
They also created environmentally friendly packaging. The students were
extremely proud of their creations and were eager to present their gifts to
their mums on Mother’s Day.





CSPS Parents Association inaugural Mother’s Day Breakfast

On the morning of Friday 5th May, the CSPS PA Mother’s Day Breakfast Organising Committee
comprising Nadine Barkay, Adele Karmy and Rachel Saffer, hosted our inaugural Mother’s Day
Breakfast in the School Hall.

It was lovely seeing so many of our students with their mum/special person enjoy the
atmosphere and food to celebrate yourselves. The sun was shining and it wasn’t raining.

To support the vision and efforts of Green Machine to make sustainability part of the norm at
CSPS, we asked attendees to bring their own plate and to use our Waste Station area setup in
the hall during the event.

The event was a huge success with 451 tickets sold! The hall looked fantastic with many
attendees commenting “the hall never looked so good!”, “the food was delicious”, and “it was a
truly special morning for all the mums”. This fantastic feedback is only possible thanks to our
spectacular volunteers and staff who helped us prepare everything in time. Special mentions go
to Mrs Stephanie Sim and the supportive office staff. Extra special mention goes to one of our
school mums, Daniella Bar, owner of The Event Curator, for her generous efforts in styling the
hall so spectacularly with her table and floral decorations.

Equally as important is all the fun had by everyone, like having their photo captured along the
VIP photo wall, thanks to the amazing vision of Labreni Pappas and her creative team of Grade
6 students. Many laughs were had with the ‘How well do you know your Mum/Special Person’
activity, thanks to some brave families who were happy to partake in the live version with our



wonderful host Mrs Stephanie Sim. They were rewarded with some prizes from our generous
sponsors (listed below).

Attendees were able to peruse the market stall and buy some special gifts for their mum/special
person or themselves. Without the generosity of donations, the market stall could not have run.
Special mention goes to our PA President’s mum, Faye Scholl, for kindly baking some
gorgeous-looking and tasty cookies to sell at the stall. Extra special mention goes to the
generous donation from one of our school mums, Sharon Admon, owner of Fondly Baked, for
the spectacular cookies she baked for our market stall.

The best news of all, and the main reason the Parents Association organise school events, is to
raise much needed funds to support our children’s learning and wellbeing. Drum roll
please….Funds raised from ticket sales and market stall sales for this event have raised a total
amount of $5115!!! These funds will be used to purchase new sports equipment for our school
playground.

We want to acknowledge and thank all of the families who attended, those who made purchases
at the market stall, our fabulous volunteers, fellow PA members, CSPS staff and our generous
sponsors. Without your help, support and guidance this event couldn’t happen and wouldn’t be
the success it was.
Our vision is to make sustainability part of the nor
For any families in our school that would like an activity sheet to 'play at home', and/or who
would love some great discount vouchers from the event, please visit the area opposite the
school office, where the RAP box and lunch order bags are kept, to grab your copy!

We look forward to seeing many CSPS families at other PA events this year!!

With many thanks,
Nadine, Adele & Rachel



Faye Scholl
CSPS community

- Cookies

Justine Pearl
CSPS parent

– Key rings & Soap dishes



As a volunteer of the nappy collective, thank you for
generous donations of the mother’s day collective.

The is the only Australian nonprofit that focuses solely on
collecting disposable nappies and distributing them to
families in crisis.

We collect donations of new and leftover nappies - ones that
little ones have grown out of or no longer need - and pass
them onto our Community Partners that support families.

Through our research, we have learned that 1 in 10 families,
or 280,000 children, don’t have enough nappies - a situation
we have named “nappy stress”. Nappy stress can impact
families facing financial hardship, experiencing or at risk of
homelessness, escaping domestic violence, seeking asylum
or those impacted by natural disasters.

By donating nappies to The Nappy Collective, you are
helping to keep disadvantaged little ones clean, happy and
healthy.

Caulfield South Primary School as a Year Round Collection
Point for The Nappy Collective, the box will be at the school office ongoing.

To learn more visit The Nappy Collective.

All the best,
Paul Fink
Caulfield South Primary School parent and a volunteer of the Nappy Collective.
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